
WSRT User Meeting

HAH 4/6/2008

WSRT Online interfaces

WSRT Users Meeting
Amersfoort

June 4th, 2008
Hanno Holties



WSRT User Meeting

HAH 4/6/2008

Motivation

Time (& technology) moves on
Gbps connections now readily available
WSRT archive fully disk based

Beginning to End support WSRT
Improve user interaction & involvement
Track progress of projects

Joint WSRT – LOFAR operations
Tasks operators & support personnel have increased
Enable WSRT users to take more responsibility 
themselves
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Proposal preparation (NorthStar)
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Proposal assessment (NS-Review)
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Management of Measurements (MoM)

Manages WSRT 
observation processes
Organize & structure 
projects

Project
Observation
Measurement

Target, Calibration

Export

Communication & 
Status tracking
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MoM: Structuring a project

Initial setup based on proposal
Tips & best practices:

If initial setup not appropriate: Create a template
Templates may (also) be copied to other projects
Multiple level
observations
only for large
projects
Create Export

Few: Project
Many:
Observation
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MoM: Observation life cycle

Not schedulable:
use for ‘container’ observations
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MoM: Preparation of Observations

Check setup from proposal as soon as 
possible after the start of the semester
Not yet a user
specification tool
If setup appropriate
operators will start
preparation
User should check
specification
If OK observation
will be scheduled
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MoM: New/changed specification 

Refer to standard setups if appropriate
Add specification & scheduling info at 
the highest applicable level

project, observation, measurement
Interpretation by operator:

Lower levels have precedence
Later remarks have precedence
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MoM: Observation success & failure

Standard fault checking by operators
Inspection report generated
System problems are reported

Marked ‘successful’: in general 
observation will be OK but not a 
guarantee for science grade quality
Marked ‘failed’: observation will be 
rescheduled
Notify observer in case of problems
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MoM: Retrieving data

Add export
Specify how

Execute export
Select what
Beware of the dreaded
UNCLASSIFIED observation

Mail sent
Retrieve data from
the Repository

Wget
Webdav clients
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MoM: Queries

Quick filter to select e.g. prepared 
observations

Inspection Query to select 
measurement ranges (time, sequence)



WSRT User Meeting

HAH 4/6/2008

On the ToDo list

Observation templates
Specification tool (accessible to user)

Limited flexibility (e.g. only standard 
setups)

Quick look spectra & images

NB LOFAR has priority
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WSRT archive disclosure (in progress)

WoW
Reduced science grade
data

VO Catalogue
Retrieve public raw data
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Other WSRT info pages

Schedules
Status
Projects

Website

Wiki
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WSRT links

Website: http://www.astron.nl/p/observing
NB ASTRON website refurbished this summer (CMS)

NorthStar: http://proposal.astron.nl
MoM: http://mom.astron.nl
MoM-info: http://mom.astron.nl/help
Schedules: http://www.astron.nl/wsrt/schedule
Projects: http://www.astron.nl/wsrt/projectlist
Wiki: http://www.astron.nl/wsrt/wiki
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Shoot!
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Thank you!


